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ELIGION divides itſelf into Natural and 


Revealed. Natural Religion ſuppoſeth a God, 2 
Providence, and à Future State: There are many | 


proofs of the being of God; ren SR Sol 
- tures mention, and which are beſt adapted to all ca- 

pacities, are the works of God, the greatneſs, diſtance, | 
order, motion, regularity, and beauty of all the parts 
of the world; which could neither make themſelves, 
nor conſpire to one certain end, but muſt have been 
and muſt be guided by a Mind moſt wiſe and 
and powerful. To this may be added the ge- 
_neral conſent of Mankind in all ages to acknowledge | 
[Deity 3 an Atheiſt excepted, who ſometimes ariſeth 


St in the Moral World, as a Monſter is ſometimes brought : 


, ; i 4.” 1 


delten in the Natural World. © CS ALS 
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current teſtimony of Chriſtians, ever ſince the Goſpel 
Ves firſt preached ; the ſwift and ſucceſsful. progreſs 


ee 


ES eee 
3 Future State; for ſince God is, and ſince he is juſt, 


| : good, wiſe, and happy, and yet here below Juſtice, 


goodneſs, and. wiſdom bare not a due proportion of 


—_haÞpineſs above folly and vice,” this muſt be a ſtate of 
_ trial, which ſhall end in a ſtate of-retribution, 


0-4 —— — 


upon plain and ſtrong evidence, of which a Chriſtian, 


Revealed Religion, or Chriſtianity] is alſo founded | 


who would be wiſe in the religious. ſenſe, ſhould not 


be. ignorant. The proofs of Chriſtiznity ur the con- 


of it, which was foretald long before by the Prophets, 
and which could pot have been brought to paſs with 
out a divine aſſiſtance; a great variety of beneficial 


miracles performed. in behalf of it; the holy lives and 
patient ſufferings of the firſt Chriſtians; ti 
of Chriſt and his A poſtles, which, have berg aggam 
pliſþed;, and, the excellence of Chriſtian Morality, 
| which is ſo uſefu] and ſo.amiaþle; that a Man who 


the predigh 


could in a good, meaſure live up to it, and {et it always. | 
befor him 2 k e nai as - 92 


t Ia 
l wines" lr, Vöch x Renten, in "he — 
main muſt be fafe ahd trüe: for what harm can chere 
be in doing good? What error in Toving virtue? and 1 
what Winger in reſembling 8 „ 7 
Revealed Religion divides itſelf into doctrine 22 Wn 
precept ; into belief and practice; into faith ana 
works. Therefore reli igious wiſdom conſifts, in a 
knowledge of the things which a Chriſtian ought to 
believe, and of the things Which he ought to do. 
That part of Revelation, which relates to doctrine 
or opinion is briefly ſummed up in the Creed called 
The Apoſtles Creed, a profeſſion of which, according 
to our Church, entitles a perſon to be baptized, and 
conſequently to be a. Chriſtian. Indeed it becomes 2 | 4 
Chriſtian not to reſt here, but to believe in general tat 
. whatſoever Chriſt and his-Apoltles have taught, is true, 5 74 
and according to his leiſure and abilities to make it the 523 
ſubject of his inquiries. Wb 
| J eenr ts Ori whit wovcche 3 
to do, and what to avoid, in the ſtation and circum- NES x 
ſtances in which we are placed, this ought to employ 
the thoughts of a Chriſtian during the whole courſe of 4 
his life. It is not a difficult ſtudy ; it is conſiſtent "8 
with lawful affairs, and innocent amuſements. But it. . 
. | B 2 © 


mould never be . long neglected. 'We 7g 
ſhould frequently aſk ourſelves, what we can do for the 

honour of God and the benefit of Mankind what * 
temptations we ought more particularly to ſhun, as 

moſt dangerous ? what diſorderly affections we feel, ; 
which ſhould be ſubdued ? and what good Sifpoſirions 

we have, wikh ay be ſtrengthened ind improved: 
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Tax conſideration that God is preſent every 
where in knowledge and in power ſhould deter us from 
ſin. It is a ſublime deſcription which the Pſalmiſt 

gives us of God's preſence, knowledge, and power. 

«« Whither ſhall I go from thy ſpirit ? or whither ſhall 

44 J flee from thy preſence ? if I aſcend up into heaven, 9 

« thou art there: if I make my bed in the grave, bee: 

« hold thou art there. If I take the wings of the worn 

<« ing, and dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea, 

« even there ſhall thy band lead me, and thy right 

« hand ſhall hold me. If I ſay, ſurely the darkneſs 
_ « ſhall cover me, even the night ſhall be light about 

cc me. Yea the darkneſs hideth not from Thee, but 

„the night ſhineth as the day; the darkneſs and the 

cc light to thee are boch alike,” An ancient phi- | 
loſopher, who bath been generally and deſervedly 

A les" Ws ihe fas rough un 

9 words; 


* 


Fe; 


L „„ 

4 5 words; which ſhews that exalted minds have a fingular _ 
+ fagacity in the diſeoyering of truth, He obſeryes that 5 * 
| the wicked ſhall not go unpuniſhed, and adds; 4 Boaſt 

« not thyſelf, how fortunate ſoever thou mayſt be, that 
© thou ſhalt eſcape the divine Juſtice. Overlooked by 
l her thou canſt not be, no not thdugh, final as thou 
< art, thou ſhouldſt deſcend into the depths; of the 
« earth, or though raiſed on bier thou e up 
0 into heaven,” | - 
| Man, as he i is a rational creature, is able n 
A right uſe o of his underſtanding, to diſcern his obli- 
gation to ſerye God, and to perceive that God requires 
of him only what j is Juſt and equitable, As he.hath by, 
nature affeigns of love and gratitude, when he duly., 
| | conſiders what God hath done for him, , will be in⸗ 


* bs Wh. 


; clined to make him m ſuitable returns; and as he hath, 

ä firong deſires of hapgineſs and immortality, when he, 
reflects upon the rewards of , r with any 
ſerious attention, he muſt wilt that he ,may partake of. 
them. One might therefore _— r that Man, 

2 who hath theſe, abilities and inclinations, might be led. 

to his duty by the gentler and ngbler mgtives. of per- 
ſuaſjon * Yo ſtill, voie of reaſon, , by loye, and gra- 
* Oy bar omen. 
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/ p ov. 1 
„ TE rr Oo, 
Almere exellent Fate" ant'of apprönchfng nefrer tb 
bis Matter? Put it is nöt ſe. In Man thefe ig a miz- 
türe of the Anger ah the bruté, of 60d and uad: of 


ging id WHALE) or web ttf alk : © 


baſe diſpoſitions; ard the very beſt of us at particulit | 
timesg und under particular” tethptatiöns ſtand 'in nec 
of alF KA of mibtives and helps to keep" us fröm falls 
ing! The fear of punifflmient, thöugh'n Jefs ingenübus; 
yer is oftem a neceſſity” and aft eff ci mötide t 
atnendmerit or to perſevetanct in righteouſneſss. 
Wie obght thefefürs ffeiſuentfy to can to mind tho 
very pla add%0bvicis;”blit very 'awtfuF und terrible 
thut; « AI Gd at bakd'” hh the'Lortl'anf not 
en Od afirolf ? Can ny hide hilt in Rcter plackk, 
« that I ſhall not ſee him ?” God ĩs every where preſent 
in knowledge; to his view lie expoſed all our follies and 
iniquities, thoſe which'we nilſrepreſerit and falſely call 
weakneſſes and natural infirmities ; thoſe which we 
have forgotten ; thoſe of which we are aſhamed, which 
we would conceal from the world, and if it were poſ- 
ſible, from ourſelves. God is every where. preſent in 
power. If we offend him, he is able to puniſh us, and ; 
that puniſhment ſhall begin as ſoon, and laſt as long, 
and lie as heavy as he ſhall determine and appoint. | 
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7 
Ns avoid him 3 we live and move in him ; he 
is preſent within us and without us, and there is no 


way to eſcape him but by flying to him. He can make 


all the objects with which we are ſurrounded conſpire 


to diſquiet and afflit us; he can make us our own 
tormentors, he can let looſe upon us innumerable evils 


which ye have never yet felt, and of which we have no 
notion. What a reſtraint ought this to lay upon us? 
and how careful ſhould it make us not to. incur his diſ- 
pleaſure? Theſe are truths with which we are all 
vVerſecl y well acquainted, and which for that reaſon 
ought to be frequently recommended to our con- 
| Gderation;. for ſo it is, that the things which are moſt 
familiar to us often eſcape our notice, n | 
OO, 


f 4 - 6 * * * 1 60 0 
4 3 LEE * 4 G .- - 
# , 
' OL. I M. 8 
f 1 % we : N =” * 8 ” 7 1 . . 
1 ' © | - 1 . * 0 7 
; Fo : a 
m - © * - 
p . = . " S 
45" x; = FF #3 * ©. > * 0 p g 1 i 4 Gp 43 - 
- i # %* % E b - F £ P . - + Þ * . o 
. P 
— 
- 
4 
© ! * — * 
R „ 4 # 2 
3} CAS 240 4 1 
* IN 4 * 5 1 
- 4 — ——— 
1 - 
* A , g ea 2 g. 9 *. : : 4 4 ; a 
C484 wy , r mY & * „ a2 s . 6 * 
7 "4+ | 4 q 4 fy” - 

* FR” x « 

' #..+ 

" 3,» Gt 4 " 

\ 

, * 1 1 F 9 . 
* 
- 
% 
bn 
4 
* 


45 


— * . 
\ > - 
* 
we : 4 
a - a. © 
9 at 
p + 
* 
. » 
* = * 
| Sd, ee 7 47 ot <2 15747220506 3- © 
P i hon ; £4 


Re "TRENT: 4 54415 53 rs 14: 28 — 5 
Tax Goopypss « or Go IN THE Won. 


ba 


0 REDEMPTION) OY 


0 8 F . 6 8 
- FO 4 N * 3 * 4 ” 0 ” hand 
0 8 « {1433 24 2 59 | 1 : :6: 
* — —  — — — * 
' 
=> . . 
rw. ted 30 2008 an in 
0 - 
: I 7 1 # : 
w 


INCE all men by wilful tranſgreffion ' depart, 
more or leſs, from their duty, and have cauſe to fear the 
conſequence of it; God by an act of mere goodneſs, as it | 

is diſtinguiſhed from juſtice, hath ſuch compaſſion on” 
us, and ſo loves us, that he hath given us his only-be+ 
gotten Son, to take our nature upon him, to deliver us 
e eee eg ge, to 
open to us the way to eternal life, + f 
Our Lord, . MY. 
nifeſted, came from heaven freely to offer us the moſt 
important knowledge of God, of our own ſouls, and of 
our future condition; to deliver us from a ſtate of 
doubt and fear; and to corivince us of the truth of his 
doctrines and of the certainty of his promiſes by fulfil- © 
ling the prophecies concerning ant: ae Ri} 
n miracles. - 


LEI 


* 


[ "Ry, 1 | 
{As « Lede, he + came to teach us our duty, and 
to deliver to us in a plain manner pure · and reaſonable. | 
precepts, the obſervance” of wilict ſhould Ve rewarded 
wha Wee deen bope and 
conceive. 
As an MERTON to incite us to 4 
he came to fulff the laws of God by perſect obe- 
 dience, and by an entire reſignation to the divine will 
under the; greateſt trials: Wy vom Hz e — 
A a. Redeemet, hg camo to reconc ile us ebe 
, ſuffering.in our ſtead,, ae egg himſelf to 
f 05 Mediator betaſgrnded ines 3 
tercede for us, to obtain / for us the remiffion of odr ſins," 
and the favor of God upon our repentance, and to give? 
us the aſſiſtance of the Hoy tSpir itt. 
When we. duly, conſider-thedignity of our>Savidir, 
| and his don n and ſufferings, we cannot thin 
£ thatHe could ſubmit to all this, unleſs to · produce fome? = 
benefit unſpeakably great'3 fand we may quſtly ſuppoſe» | 
de advantages ariſing from it to be more extenſe and 
moto excellent than, it hath-perbaps-beed uſually inthe" 
giped... It. is e land gin the New Ieſtamemty chat) the 
_— at the polrendtion all belle greg 
| the 
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the Angels, and that Chriſt ſhall change their bodies 
* ee likeneſs of his own. Men therefore 


nerd Chriſt hath e nature, by 


taking it upon him, to a greater glory and dignity than 
it had beſore. Thus is the divine Goodneſs manifeſted. | 


in its effects. N FR 
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| I O worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth is in general 5 


to pay him a rational ſervice, a ſervice ſuitable both to 


' his nature and to our own; which if we would perform 
ve muſt obſerve the following directions: 


Firſt, we muſt aſcribe to him all perfections; and this 


we may. be enabled to do by conſidering our powers and 


our weakneſſes, our good qualities and our defects, and 


5 aſcribing to God in the moſt eminent degree what is 


excellent in our nature, and the perfections which are 
oppolite and contrary to our defects. Thus, we find 


in ourſel ves a certain degree of underſtanding, liberty, 
power, and goodneſs. | Ir then we aſcribe theſe in a 


ſupreme to God, we ſhall conſider him as per- 


fectly wiſe, knowing all things, incapable of being 
deceived, almighty, and able to perform whatſoever he 


pleaſeth, ruling ore e world, and governing all things 


If 


— 


: , 


"24921 


If we would worſhip God in 3 ſpiritual manner we 


muſt take care to entertain juſt notions. of religi 


- The principal parts PO PO for which 


we are made and deſigned were theſe: N 

Firſt, to love and reverence God above all b 
py to ſhew-it by thoſe. actions and that 
which gratitude and veneration and e naturally 
ſuggeſt. 1 185 he 85 « VE 
Secondly, to love our neighbour as ourſelves, and to 
do to others as we would they ſhould do to us. 


- Thirdly, to amend what we can diſcover to be faulty 


and deficient:in ourſelves, and „ 
dur —— | N Wr. #1: 


We muſt | ber that ad Megs it by the 


principal part, is not the whole of religion. Our Lord 
came to be our Inſtructor, our Redeemer, and Me- 
diator A diligent endeavour therefore to learn what 


he requires, us to believe and to do, and a reliance upon | 


him as upon a Guide, and a Saviour, and an Interceſſor, 


and an obſervance of his ordinances, is as much our 
duty as ſobriety, or charity, or any other moral virtue. 


If we- would worſhip God in ſpirit and in truch, we; = 
muſt be attentive when we nne ourſelves to h * 


appra in his preſence. bs un 


„ 


8 It 


& M uc duty in wtvetiwe/aro'6fen nn * 
eur defects of 'this kind, proceed from colineſs und in- 
difference tothings facred and ferious, and from too 
great a fondneſs for the world, and for ſenſible objects. 
Hence it comes to paſs, What though we know that we 
| —— —— -26704:9-hp 
we ſuffer our thoughts © thay; and our imaginations 
do wander througt che umuſementv and the Jiverſions and 
dhe affairs ef this life. Thus we change the ſpiritult 
. 
Joiner nad meance than any part of hab Eel wor- 
regs 0:52 bed hath | baliſhes as _—_ and 
Tuts 18 e God in Maat truth ; 
| it is rather net to worfhip him at all in any ſenſe; it 
is to have no notion ef His Supreme Majeſty and au- 
woeriey, and of our own wants, weaktieſs, and depen- 
dence, one ſerious thought of whiich thight be fufficient 
to diſpel all other thoughts, and to ttiake us is atten- 
five and as much in earneſt as when we endeavour to 
5 make ourſelves acceptable to men, and to acquire ſomẽ 
Pep effvirs. n 
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Las 5 
"The public worſhip of God is without queſtion a 
neceſſary and important duty; but private worſhip hath 


in ſome reſpects the advantage over it; and that in- 


tercourſe betweeen Cod and the ſoul which is quite 
concealed from the fight"and knowledge of others, is 


often the ſincereſt and the trueſt act of reverence and 


ops > ag Sp + 


faith which we pay to him. Pe 
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mine, and All power is given unto me.“ Thus is 
Oe above all, wid are called ſervants of 
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P ROPHETS have ſhewed - fighs and wonders ; 
they have even raiſed the dend; Apoſtlts have done 
the ſame : but none of them ever ſaid of himſelf, 41 


© am the Reſurrection and the Life.” They could 
not ſay it: for the power of raiſing the dead reſided 
not in them, They were not the cauſe of the miracles 
| which they wrought: they were only the inſtruments, 


or rather the occaſion of them, fince God performed 
them to juſtify the miſbom o his ſervants, and to con- 


gs firm their doctrines. But the Son' of God acts by a 
power of his own, becauſe ſuch inherent and permanent 


power is given to Him and to Him alone by his Father. 
*All things,” ſays he, „ that the Father hath, are 


E e God. e N 


au 


f [ 17 ] 


The great work of Creation is aſcribed primarily 
to the Father, quite through the Scriptures; and in 
our baptiſmal Creed we profeſs to believe in God te 
Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. But 
this Creation is alſo aſcribed, in a ſecondary manner to 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is called the Son of God, and the 


Word of God, who was appointed by the Father to 


this office and work of creation. For St. John thus | 


prefaces his Goſpel: In the beginning. was. the 
Word, and the Word was with God,” that is, with 
the Father, 4 and the Word was God,” that is, was 
a Divine Perſon. All things were made by Him. 
And the Word was made fleſh and dwelt among us, 


<< and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only- be- | 


cc gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 


St. Paul ſpeaks in the ſame manner. God,“ ſays 


he, © made all things by Jefus Chriſt. He is the 
Image of the inviſible God, the firſt-born of every 


ce creature,” or born before every creature. For by. | 


« Him were all things created, —all things were cre- 


< ated by him, and for him; and he is before all things, 


e and by him all. things conſiſt. For it pleaſed the 
60 F ather that in him ſhould all fulneſ dwell,” all ful- 


neſs of dat and authority, . . 
C As 
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nee Son receĩved e the N 
to create the world at firſt, ſo did he receive power to 
be the Author of the Second Creation or Renovation of | 
the world, and is appointed at the conſummation of all 
things, to raiſe and to judge mankind, and to receive 
his own Servants into everlaſti "manſions. In this 
eminent ſenſe Chriſt is,'as he ſays of himſelf, the Re- 
anhin and the lu. WO 


Vox. 6.—SERM, 10. 9 
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8 alone is to ame 0 PEI in op- 
poſition to all falſe Gods; but He himſelf hath made 
theexception, with relation to his own Son, who is in 
the Father and the Father in him; and the exception is 
epreſſed in che New Teſtament, and in theſe aids: 
« All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
And he bleſſed them, and he was parted from them, 
e into heaven: and they 9 | 
Shim; "47 
-6God hath highly exalted: hits, 10ndighns: him 2 
«name: which is above every name, that at the name 
of ;Jeſus every knee ſhould bo, of things in heaven, 
Land things on earth, and things under the earth: 
Lund that every tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt 
e Lord, v e „ 


5 W. 
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| New Teſtament were read, and diſeourſes were made, 
to exhort them to piety; then they joined in prayer 


"oY 


. © OBSERVANCE OF THE' SABBATH. 


Ur 7 d Hor. 3 7 
＋. HE EPO e every Sunday; at 
which time portions of Scripture from the Old and 


then they partook of the holy ne 3! and Hand 
they made collections for the poor. ery HA, 2 
The firſt Chriſtians wers ſo Mavic: this was 


an indiſpenſable duty, that they obſerved it, not only 
in peaceable times, when they were permitted to make 


open profeſtion of their faith, but in times of) per- 


ente ae hazard of their lives. The eruelty of 
Princes and Magiſtrates could not make them neglect 


it; for we find by their writings that they uſed to 


come together before break: of b, er — 
panies, and i in different plac when they © = 


* 


meet openly and in great numbers. 


Thus was the Lord's-day kept by the firſt Believers, 
whoſe example in this, as in ſome other e is 


worthy of our reſ peck 2 imitation. 
. „ ; ; That 


* - - 4 of p 1 7 
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-That they who have ben themſelves up is yies wks: 

profaneneſs ſhould ſhun'the afſemblies of Chriſtians, is 
no wonder. Their behaviour in this, bad as it is, at 
jeaſt is conſiſtent with the reſt of their actions; and it 
is natural, for thoſe who hate their duty, to avoid the 
places of public worſhip where they muſt hear diſagree- 
able truths. But they who retain ſome regard to virtue 
and religion, and yet take little or no notice of a day 
ſet apart for their improvement in virtue and religion, 
are without excuſe. © If they will be judged by the 
practice of God's people under the Law, or of the 
Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians, they muſt ſtand con- 
demned; or if they had rather appeal to the diQates 


of Reaſon, there alſo they will find nothing to favour 


them. dr 13 38%. £ S >; 2720 $1: | 

For if it be true that God ſent his Son to give us 
laws, by which we ſhould regulate our lives, and by 
which we ſhould be judged, it is equally true that we 


ought not to omit any opportunities of frequenting 


thoſe aſſemblies where the divine precepts are taught 
by thoſe who are appointed to that office, that ſo we 
may be inſtructed i in thoſe things on which our eternal 
happineſs depends. This argument will reach the 
N Chriſtians, who ſtand in need of ſuck 


. 90 Oy 


\ 


F . 
1 * 


hard ſtudy, nor great abilities. A tolerable under- 
ſtanding, and an honeſt mind wal ſuffice to attain all 
neceſſary knowledge : but ſome diligetice and appli- 


4: 2+ } 
fb, that they may atquire right notions of 


* 


| Morality and of Chriſtianity: and a due ſenſt of their im- 


portanee. Our duty is indeed eaſy to be known ; fo 
far eaſy, that it tequires neither much learning, nor 


cation is needful, and an uſe of the means which are 


afforded: to us: we muſt worſhip God in private and 
in public, and read the Scriptures, and hear them ex- 


plained... 


| Gifpoſed to be led by temptations, to be taken up with 


the things of this world, and to forget what relates to 


the next, ſometimes perſiſting in a behaviour which 


we cannot approve” and ſometites treacherouſly de- 


laing ourſelves, it is equally true that we want to be 
reminded of thoſe things from which we turn away 
our thoughts, to be excited to thoſe duties which we 


know better than we practiſe, and to be continually ex- 
horted, leſt, we be hardened through the deccitfulneſs 


of fin, Upon this acecüunt religious  aſlcmblics are 
abſolutely. neceſlary ; where: ie ſet before us the ob- 
ny e Ann 


naeh 


— 


3 
* 


* 
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quences of fin, truths which the wiſeſt and the beſt 
perſon in the world wants frequently to hear, plain 
and obvious as they are; and truths which every per- 
fon ought to hear with attention and reſpect, how 
imperfect ſopver be our diſcourſes upon them. Such is 
the dignity of the ſubject, that we muſt fink beneath it 3 


but ſuch is its uſefulneſs and importance, that it is 


ſcarcely poſſible to treat it ſeriouſly without ſaying 
ſomething that muſt hare a good effect upon a. well- 
diſpoſed mind. 

| Wie be trus that our meeting together at laced times 
for the ſolemn worſhip of God hath a plain . 
to make us live in che ſear of God, 40 make ug uſeful | 
in our ſeveral ſtations, it follows that this is a duty to 
which we are bound, even for the fake of others, 
Tf one were ſo well ſkilled in his duty, that he could 
hear nothing concerning it which he did not know 
before; and fo perſect in the practice of it, as to ſtand 
in need of no exhortation, ſtill it would be his duty to 
frequent theſe aſſemblies of Chriſtians, that he might 
TIE Wen HO 
* 6 amen 
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: t it be true, as 8 that righteouſneſs 

exalteth a,nation, that virtue tends to make ſocieties 
| flouriſhing and powerful, here alſo is another reaſon 
for public worſhip, drawn from the public intereſt. 

\ Laſtly, There is no duty more frequently inculcated 
in the Goſpel than benevolence, brotherly love, and 
charity. Upon this our Lord inſiſts with a particular a 
earneſtneſs; by this, he ſays it ſhould be known who 
are his diſciples ; thereby diſowning all thoſe who will 
not comply with. it, Now -there is nothing which 
ſeems more proper to promote and preſerve union and 
friendſhip amongſt Chriſtians than the public worſhip 
of God. When we are aſſembled to appear before our 
Maker, nothing is wanted that is proper to inſpire 
great and good ſentiments, to exclude the frivolous cares 
and concerns of this life, and to raiſe the mind to hea- 
ven; all worldly diſtinctions ceaſe, and we come as 
fellow-ſervants of the ſame God ; we praiſe him for 
the common benefits which we receive from him; we 
pray to him, not for ourſelves ſingly, but in general for 
all men, in particular for our brethren in the faith; we 


defire him to receive us hereafter. into that kingdom 
where dwell peace and concord; we hear thoſe divine 
precepts which we ought all to obey, and by which we 

ED GD OR AT. e 


. 
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[ 5 1 9 
muſt all be judged 3 and in partaking of the Lord's 
Supper, ve eat and drink together at the ſame table, as 
being all of Chriſt's family, and belonging to the ſame 


Maſter, who loved us with an equal and impartial - 
love, and offers us the ſame promiſes. and the ſame © 


privileges. | +7 
oO, als een CAA. 
was to be to us a lively image of the union which 
| ought to ſubſiſt among thoſe who call themſelves 
_ Chriſtians, and which indeed ſubſiſts amongſt thoſe 
who are True Believers, as they are Children of the 
- fame Father, Servants of the ſame Lord, Members of 
the ſame Society, Heirs of the fame inheritance, and 
parts of the ſame Body of which Chriſt is the Head. 


0%] 


Taz Desrons' or GOD MANIFESTED 
"oe In THE GosrxL. e 


Tur laſt and great manifeffation of the wiſdom 
of God is the Goſpel, that full and final Revelation of 
the vin of God by Jeſus Cbriſt; upon account of 
which, Chriſt is ſtyled the Wispox of God, in whom 
are repoſited all the treafures of Divine Wiſdom, and 
who was ſoretold and promiſed from the beginning of 
the world. When our firſt parent difobeyed his Ce- 
ator and fell into fin, God did not totally caſt him off, 
but gave him intimations and hope of a reſtitution, and 
alſo beſtowed upon him length of days, that by re- 
pentance and renewed obedience he might ny him- 


felf for a future and a happier fate. 4 7 
The light of Nature, and the tradition of a divine 


| Revelation in paradiſe, were ſufficient guides to the 
| poſterity of Adam for ſome time. And afterwards the 
Patriarchs, and then the Jews were placed under God's 
particular government and protection, to be a perpetual 
teſtimony againſt atheiſm and idolatry, and to recommend 
uue religion to all nations. The numerous rites and 
_ ceremonies of the Jewiſh diſpenſation were wiſely de- 
„ ſigned 


5 x 
e 

bgned to keep that people from- going after falſe Gol 
- worſhipped by the neighbouring Nations; and theſe rites 
were at the ſame time both repreſentations of moral 
purity, and figures of Chriſt, the Meſas, who was 
ſoretold by the Prophets and by whoſe. coming the 
wiſdom of God was moſt conſpicuouſly manifeſted, life 
and immortality were brought to light, and it appeared 
that all the various ſcenes of Providence, from ſirſt to 
laſt, ſhould at the final judgement terminate in a juſt 
retribution; th every ſingle perſon according to his 
deſerts. Many and moſt important are the ends and 
deſigns of God, manifeſted in the Goſpel. 

One was to unfold to us the doctrine of Dealer 
to aceompliſh which, it pleaſed God to ſend into the | 
world his only Son, who condeſcending to take our 

nature upon him, became, what no man beſides him 
ever was or will be, one who never offended in thought, 
the will of his Father, who ſubmitted to afflictions, 
indignities, and a cruel death, and thus became qua- 
lified to exerciſe the ſublime and mereiful office of 
4 Redeemer, and a Mediator between God and Man. 
For all mankind; without exception, he procured a 
releaſe froin death by a reſutrection. But this reſur- 
rection 


* 
tay 


Fs e to be beneficial or detrimental to them, 
According to their paſt conduct, and to the uſe which 


| they had made of the ſtate in which they had been 


- placed, and of the degrees of /khowledge and ability 
that had been imparted to them. To his faithful ſer 
vants he promiſed a' diſtinguiſhed: place in that part of 
his Father's numerous manſions; which is called, The 
Kingdom of heaven, that where he is there they ſhould | 
be alſo. That men cannot otherwiſe become happy 
than by the practice of virtue, and that ſinners cannot 
become capable of pardon without forſaking their ini- 
quities, is evident both from Reaſon, and from all 
- former” Revelations of the divine will. But by the 
Goſpel the wiſdom of God hath in a more illuſtrious 
manner and with a greater weight of arguments, ſet forth 
the indiſpenſable neceſlity'of repentance and amendment 
and the impoſſibility of obtaining pardon without it. | 
Ta this very Revelation of mercy and love, we are com- 
manded not to truſt to faith without works, but to 
walk worthy of our vocation, and 2 i becomes n 

childrew of Light. ou no „„ inks, of Lot 


Natural religion would teabhi men hgh that God 
as placable, and would accept repentance TT but it 
was a ſtrong additional affurance of it which the wiſ- 
10111 r : dom 


191 
dom of God vouchſafed to us by the Goſpel. With 
humility and reliance the penitent may draw near lth 
the throne of grace, ſince Chriſt hath opened to us the 
heavenly temple by his death and reſurrection, and ever 
continues to intercede for us. That we may live 


worthy of theſe privileges, he hath given us in the 
Goſpel a perfect rule of Morality, and in his on life 


a, bright. example of every virtue; that we might not 
want motives to engage us to follow his. ſteps, he hath, 
made us a cleardiſcayery;of judgement to come; that 
we, might not want ſtrangth to reſiſt temptations, he 
hath promiſed us a ſufficient afiſtange in time of need; 
and becauſs it was. fit that a doctrine which was to be. 
an upjyerſal Jaw j andirule of life, Which was to be the 
condition of ſalvation to perſons of all capacities, ſhould. 
livered it, te us with plainneſs and ſimplicity, teach- 
ing us to live religiouſly, in expeRation of being qudged 
acpording th our works; And He is to be gur Judge, 
who himſelf put on mortality, and endured temptations, , 
and can be touched with the feeling of ou infirmities... 
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To e Gd, to he our nei gfibour, to delight ia | 
doing good to others, to mike'aHþht uſt of our reafon 
1 — 
nenen theſe were difcoverable by the light of 
Texfon; cheſe are required of all ihteligent Krenn; 
of thelhigheſt Angel, and of levery man upon earth; 
2 . 
he (nol important purts of the Goſpel; and theſe 
erke mn en in heaven, Wbeh other” 
obe ietice ſhaff ceaſe , ab nprafiitubte 
cr allies? lo-y1:321 543 diy} bodo 26 162 bun 
The Chriſtian Revelation teacheth theſe moral 
virtues clearly, and sffords the beit wade 
Oe ln em: for the Goſpel 
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lays before us the following ee eee 
our -preſerit and future welfare: | 

That Man is made to love God above ee 
love his neighbour as himſelf, and 10 Jove himſebf with 
a prudent and rational affection ; and to remember that 
goodneſs is the only way to happineſs : | 

That man is a weak and impei ſact creature, who in 
many things offends; but that God is mereiful, and 
willing to accept repentance aud careful endeavoure to 
do well, inſtead of unſinning righteouſneſs and unerring 
diſcretion; and Tegdy alſo to afford aid to all, who 
ſincerely deſire and humbly ſeek it. 80 chat Men, 
whilſt they exert their own Natural powers in the per- 
formance of their duty, ſhould addreſs themſelves tu 
God in prayer; acknowledging their offences, deſirimg 
forgiveneſs, requeſting his aſſiſtance and . 
thanks for his benefits: 

That there ſhall be a dad and. 
a day of judgement, when all ſhall receive according to 


their works; and rewards and e 


diſpenſed with juſtice and with mercy : 
That there is a perſon called the Word of Oed and 
the Bon of God, who befote time and the world dele 


with * es N things by Fin, 
and 


Pa 


— 


1 321 N 


and afterwards ſent Him into the winks; to teach theſe 
doctrines to Men, and by his ſufferings and death to 


redeem thoſe, who' ſhould repent and obey the Goſpel: 


That the ſame Divine Perſon is appointed of God 


to diſpenſe rewards and puniſhments at __ conſum- 


mation of all thing * 
That there is a Divine Spirit preſent in all times 


— places, who' inſpired the Prophets, who affiſted the 
was the Author of the miracles by which 
religion was confirmed, and who is ready 


Apoſtles, who 
the ene 
to comfort, ſuccour and direct thoſe, who ebe 
to be guided by Him. | a 


FTheſe are the principal parts of Chriſtian faith and 
| practice3i and Chriſt required of all to whom the Goſ- 
peel ſbould be preached, firſt, that they ſhould obſerve 
the moral duties; ſecondly, that they ſhould believe 


_ [thoſe doctrines and truths which are-proper incitements 
and encouragements to virtue and piety ; and thirdly, 
that they ſhould openly profeſs this faith, and own 
themſelves his err, e N . 


8 ſequence. ona hi, hem Site A 


k. 28 
—34 a 
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Ass the Chriſtian Rae b. is a e, which plainly 
and neceeſſarily ſuppoſes and requires ſociety, as it is 

Rag iny the gchar iſe Two other 
55 8 conſe- 


4 


7 ˖ 33 1 
conſequential Duties; firſt that we | ſhould, if we 
poſſibly can, join ourſelves to ſome Chriſtian Society ; 
and ſecondly, t that according « to our abilities and op-, 


portunities We ſhould uſe the proper means and helps 1 


to underſtand the Setiptures particularly. the Saen „ | 
and the will of our Saviour declared in it. _ 

8 Laſtly, upon an examination. of the Books of the 
New Teſtament, and of Cbriſtian antiquity, we 
find Two and only, Two. poſitive duties ; belonging to 
our Religion, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. Theſe | 
may be called the ritual part of the Goſpel, the Ce- 
remonial Law of Chriſtianity. By i the firſt, we enter 
into, the Chriſtian Covenant; by t the ſecond, we de- 
clare our deſire and reſolution to continue in it. We | 
cannot therefore. account it grievous to comply with 
 inftitutions ſo eaſy, ſo plain, ſo \ ſigpificant,, aſl fo well 
ener oo ns e | 
ECT OLES 
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{ch as part in a great Theatre ; 5 


he hath the Holy Angels and the Holy Spirit, and 
Chriſt the Judge, and God the Father of all, for his 
{{peBators 3 he hath thoſe to over-look him, who love 

| D | good- 
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gooinels 58 of things; nd! FOG chat which 8 
bite and true from that which is fle aua counterftt 
"The end and defi delign of the Golpet to one wh eim 
btace ce it is rs and faficktffeatich; and the 
truths a in the Golpel are che beff mottyes to 
the practice of Goodiieſs. ie Jatinony änd con- 
nection between Chriſtian faith and Cheifffn morality, 
and the eicouragements to obeffence eoneur to make 
Ger duty 5 reaſbnable zuck pfaktiesbte, thut Crittimm 
| | 6nly in name and h6t int redfidyitre debut ved of all excuts. 
Tb bat ftronger motive Eali' be EnGeiwed tö cell. dong 
than immortal happiheſs F ind Whit would not 4 wits 
Man gite or endure to elite ef ff the hope of wit 
ancertiin gaiti enecufages the Meretant te undertike 
long abt ding etou- Wh uge!; If the adit of Hidtig ts 
Bizk fations Witt Watch ehe proud and idibitivny to 
| ſubmit to a thouſand ſhtrtfeffes Ant THebitivehicttces 3 - 
if the flattering pleaſtife'6f I eririfinsl paſſion will in- 
duce the ſenſual to ſacrifice every thing that ought to 
| be, dear to him, haw much more ſhould the proſpet 
of endleſs happineſs reconcile us to our ur reafonable ter- 


N vice and duty! 
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Chriſtian Religion; who fear God and defire to be in 
his favour, but whoſe lives are not ſo conformable to 


their belief as they ought to be; who are ſorry for their 


faults, and fall into them again; who make not the 


| progreſs in goodneſt which they acknowledge to be 
julliy expected from them, and who have not that 
eomwand over their paſſions which by a little more re- 
| folution and- ſelf-denial they might acquire. Such 


Kats : for though it he not their preſent condition, yet 
i they uſe not timely caution, ſad effects may enſue z 
if they improve not, they will degenerate ;' if they in- 


dulge themſelves in ſmaller offences, they will be 


| inſenſibly led on to a ſettled careleſſneſs and dif- 


'D2 who 


'T azzs are perſons, who ſincerely profeſs the 


perſons ſhould ſeriouſly conſider the difficulty of re- 


F PR OY Io 


„ : c 36 1 

hy 10 who are the moſt devoted ſlaves to their 1 vices; for no 
one is veryiwicked on a ſudden, They, whoſe amend- 
ment is repreſented as almoſt impoſſible, were once 
divided between good and Sil, and purſued neither 
fteadilyz. and when they did amiſs condemned them- 
ſelyes for it, and approved thole things which they had 
not the heart to practiſe, and entertained a ſhame: and 
felt a remorſe for their offences, and propoſed to amend 
_ their/lives,. Thi bus it was with them at the firſt, till 
by degrees the deceitfulneſs of ſin infatuated, them and 
left in them no diſpoſition to-righteouſneſs, "Theſe ſad | 
examples ſhould be a warning to thoſe whoſe obedience | 
is ſo incomplete and ſullied with ſo many defects; whoſe 
love of virtue is not equal and uniform; and whoſe 
affections are placed ſometimes on God and Religion, 
and ſometimes on the ſollies and vanities of the world. 
The tyranny of evil habits, and the eaſy deſcent from 
an unſteady virtue to thoſe babits, ſhould incite them 

do corrett in themſelves every thing that their conſcience 
condemns z/. to ſet about it inſtantly, to-day whilſt it is 
Called to-day, whilſt they hope tohave time and ſtrength 
2 to complete the undertaking, whilſt piety appears 
amiable to them, whilſt the paſſage to it is ſhort, and 
che impediments eafily removed;; Theſe conſiderations 
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are more e particularly. to be recommended to young 
perſons, who are entering into a ſtate of trial, to whoſe 


choice Virtue and Vice preſent themſelves, and who 


have as yet no habits of uprightneſs or of guilt. 115 


There are Chriſtians who abſtain from known and 


Alien tranſgreſſions ; who ſtrive to make a daily 
progreſs i in goodneſs, and to perform an acceptable ſer- 


vice to God. The difficulty of reforming vicious 


habits is a proper ſubject to be ſet before theſe alſo. 
Reflections upon this ſubject may warn them to be 


1 upon their guard, that after they have ſet out well and 


| proceeded well, they fail not at laſt, nor loſe a reward , 


near at hand. The beſt perſons may find benefit from 
all kind of motives to religion, even from thoſe Te 
ſeem only deſigned for the profligate. Whilſt they are 
\ here, they are liable to be ſeduced, and never quite out 
of the reach of danger till they have. finiſhed their 
courſe: they have juſt cauſe to hope that they ſhall 

| never forſake God, and they have reaſon to work out 


their ſalvation with pious fear, and to remember what 
is threatened, when the righteous, man turneth away 


from his righteouſneſs, They who have wiſely and 
happily preſerved themſelves from evil habits ought to 


NIP thankful to God, by nn they are 
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wer 0b War WY Whig, aba Attarigers to che Lad 
train of evils Which attend it. When they fee the de- 
iorable evtidition bf "thoſe who are üccuſtomed to do 
evil, and Whoſe amendmelit is ſo neceffary, and yet fo 
ulneult, {icy wil piey tbe cafe of ſuch persons; but 
| to this compatonate concern will paturally de added 
A gest Hatisfactich, When they ook in upon the fate 
Yr Weir deen iind; and conſider what miſtry they 

ave avoided, and whit advantages they habe ſecured, 
Lafty, we may find this ſingular encoufagement to 
*well-doing , that by a perſeverance in our duty we may 
2 ike Ps habitual to'us, and not leſs pleaſant 
"than © profitable. 'God has not fo dealt With us, that 


Fa Aula ke Pallage röm vite to virtue is difficult, he 
By * Pallthe fröm virtiie to vice mould be eaſy. Thite ls, 
"In this'reſpeR, nöt much difference in Habits ; and if 

"It de kot "altogether, it is alttioft 4s Hard to turn 
from fighteohfnels to fin,'ss tis tafn'from fin to 
— NOONE. : 


Vor. 3 Sn. 1. 


49. 


* 


-D'EMDERAKCE ro ER onER Eh · TE 


'SouL AnD Bob To BE EXERCISED 


IN USEFUL EMPLOYMENT. 


1 HE Writers of the New Teſtament frequently 
and ſtrictly command us to obſerve the rules of tem- 


perance in our food, and in all lawful pleaſures and 
natural inclinations : by which it is not their deſign to | 


deprive u us of the conyeniencies of life, but to make us 
beware leſt by the abuſe of things innocent and uſeful 
we ſhould render our Sauls and Bodies unfit to perform 
their ſeveral functions; leſt we ſhould waſte our for- 
tunes, and impoveriſh ourſelyes and our dependents; 
2 and leſt we ſhould corrupt others by bad example, 
Therefore the Goſpel forbids drunkenneſs, debauchery, 

_ Extravagance, and intemperance, and all ſuch irregu- 
larities; and recammends chaſtity and ſobriety : and 
theſe precepts it enjoins altogether, r for our own ſakes, 
for the good of each individual, and of families, and of 


ae 


35 


[4] 

"Mien are fo hate, and ſuch is their condition, that 
CY who indulge themſelves in lazineſs, will want 
many things neceſſary both for Soul and Body. 
Whatſoever hate of life we be i in, we cannot live re- 
putably without labour. Therefore wiſe Men in all 

times have agreed in condemning idleneſs as pernicious _ 
to human nature, and a ſcandalous abuſe of thoſe 
powers and abilities, which God hath conferred upon 
us. And there is the more reaſon to geteſt it, becauſe 
Aduggiſh people are not only deſtitute of che con- 
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veniencies of life, and of a mind capable of enjoying 
them, but are remarkably prone to every thing that is 
| bad, as experience teſtifies, When poverty and lazineſs 
take poſleffion of a man, lying and cheating and 
ſtealing are the uſual conſequences, together with 
; every kind of ſhameleſs and ſordid meanneſs, diſ- 
- ingenuity, and diſhoneſty. Beſides ; the human Mind - 
| is uaturally reſtleſs, and occupied continually upon ſome 
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object and deſign. It is the unavoidable conſequence 

| of being awake. Unleſs therefore the Mind be im- 
18 proved by honeft meditations, and imployed i in uſeful 
. labours, it gives itſelf up to expenſive amuſements, to 

_ looſe i imaginations, to 2 actions, to keeping bad 

5 company and r or to ſtrolling from one 
12 


E 


aſſembly | to another, or to drinking or gamipg, which 


are very improperly called diverſions and recreations, 
and only ſerve to add to the miſeries and calamities of 
life, inſtead of alleviating or removing them. We have 
received from God a Soul and a Body, and we are 


obliged to take due care of both. The Soul is to be 


exerciſed in acquiring uſeful knowledge, withaut 
- which we ſhall be blinded by ignorance; and ſwayed 
by vice, and fall into many faults, which might eaſily 
have been avoided. The Body is to be occupied in 
ſuch exerciſes as may ſtrengthen it, and make it ca- 
A pable of perform c ing what the underſtan erſta ding recommends ecommen 


as proper to be done; and thus we become able to 
s accompliſh what our own nature requires, what at 


| friends and families and Society may -juftly bope and 
| expect from us.” Theſe are the dictates of Reaſon; and 
| theſe dictates are enforted and recominended to fig 
WY Sacred Writers, ' „ biys Wau i eb 4 18 
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N gemeral, all ae qualities cof Mind and Body, 
and all the {external advantages which,are commonly 
called gifts of fortune, all. theſe are ſo far valuable as 


chey ate uſeful to our. d. others, and no farther; 
. — eee 
| xPanniciens. g 
eee 1 
meint, wand rwell-expreſſed 3, he hath, penetration and 
' make of them ? If .he emplays them only to amuſe 5 
"ig 


| * and divert himſelf and his companions, or to -expoſe 
and ridicule thoſe whom he diſlikes, and to flatter thoſe 
from whom be hath. eupectations ; if they be exerciſed 

on trifling or indecent objects, if his wit only ſerves to 
gratify his own irregular paſfions and thoſe of other 
people, his fn. in the ſight of God, 


or of wiſe men. 
He 


141 . 


Ho hath extenſive learning and knowledge. Te 
what purpoſe doth he upply them ? Is it to make him- 
ſelf and others better and wiſer, and to do ſervice to his 


country and to religion? Then they are really va- 
luable: but if they ſerve only to unprofitable inquiries, 

or to make him vain, preſumptuous, dogmatical, ang 
Thſty in determining: or to lead him into bold and looſe 
notions tending to the detriment of virtue and piety, 

he is entitled to nothing better than contempt and 

A man hach riches. Whence oame they, and whither 

go "they ? for this is the way to form a judgement of 

e elteem which they and their pofleflor deſerve; If 


„day have beende quired by fraud or violence, if they 

wie kim proud and vain, if they miniſter to luxury 

> and intemperante, if 'they are avariciouſly hoarded up, 

e and applied to no proper uſe, che -pollefior becomes 

e Scdidus and vontemptible. 
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es USTRY in our TIO callings is 1 


becauſe it i is impoſſible to negleR it and to be obedient 
ſervants of God, as it may appear ſeveral was. 
Naked came we . into this world, and deſtitute of all 
things which ſupport and preſerve.life; naked alſo as to 
our Minds, which at firſt are a mere blank, and have no 
knowledge. But the Soul and the Body are made and 
buntes dings therothir to/increale in firength, and to be 
employed by the Soul in a manner which may conduce 
to the welfare of both. Thus God by the voice of 
nature teacheth us that he deſigned us to be improveable 
and induſtrious Beings. Again; God who hath made 
us incapable of ſubſiſting by ourſelyes, and obliged to our 
fellow-creatures in part, for the things which we poſſeſs, 
teaches us by the voice of reaſon that we alſo in return 
ought to promote the welfare of others. Before we 


. years e we have contracted a debt 
of 


| 4} 
of gratitude to thoſe who have educated' us, and to tho 
nation to which we belong. We cannot refuſe to 
diſcharge it without great injuſtice, nor can we diſs 
charge ĩt without induſtry in our calling. 
The Goſpel firiftly commands us to do good, to 
aſſiſt, to inſtru; to direct, and to relieve. It com- 
mands us therefore what the idle perſon hath neither 
power nor inclination to perform. Lazineſs is always 
attended with ignorance, and uſually produces poverty; 
and it is not to be expected that he who is ſo negligent of 
his own body and mind, ſhould be ſerviceable to others, 
and ſhould love his neighbour more than himſelf. 
Add to this, that in general whoſcever is ſlothſul in 
buſineſs, in his worldly concerns, will probably be a 
ſlothful Chriſtian too; for the ſame temper which dif 
| poſes to the one, diſpoſes to the other; and the ſame 
difficulties which deter .a man from labouring to livre 
creditably, will diſcourage. him from ſtriving to live 
religiouſly. It is the nature of idleneſs to hate to take 
pains, and of goodneſs to be active and therefore 
there is little Hp debe FINER meet and 
dwell together. an Ch 1130105 62 nun 59 1 Aer 
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which indeed he is not much to be blamed. He cannot 


endure” to converſe with him? or with his betters, 


This drives him to contract unprofitable friendſhips, or 
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Hke Himfefr, and whoſe titre is & burden td ther: he 
bervrites a computiot of meary and debauched perforis 3 
tir bad qualities he ſbom imitates, ard makes nv fel? 
ph uti eee he was 
| pot? we lern. 33 2159; nt 245 U 
In all prudent 1 the head ſome 
acquiſition is made; we maintain ourſelves, and are 
not burdenſome to others; we get ſuill, dexterity, and 
experience, and ſo learn to do our work with leſs toil 
and trouble; we improve our underſtanding, and find 
out truths which more than reward the pains of ſeeking p 
them, CR LEN | * | 
By induſtry we obtain credit and reputation. Every | 
one is willing to employ a-diligent perſon, and what- ' 
ſoever his condition be, Eno be contemptible. 
By induſtry we ſhut out many implacable enemies 

to our repoſe, many fretting deſires, and ſorrowful 

reſlections, and turbulent paſſions, and violent temp- 
By induſtry we become beneficial to others, able ts 
/affiſt' our friends, to relieve the poor, to inſtruct the | 
ignorant, and to provide more eſpecially for thoſe whons - 

God hath committed to our care. PN 
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requires from. us; chat there is a 
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it is, impoſble_.to liye an idle 


life, and a good life; and that he is really ſerving, Gs 
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idee, in working out our ſalvation” te which"-re- 
have the moſt prefſing motives. "16-27 pelt en 
- The ſhortneſs and uncertainty of Ife warns us not 
to neglect it; for ſince upon dir pelt levi uf 
depends our future ſtate; fince the days''of Man are 
few] ſew #ecording to the" courſe of nature, and often 
made fewer by a thouſand unforeſeen -RecHinth, it bs. 
hoves us to loſe no time; but to Et ab6at our duty 


inkauy, today whiltk it is called to- 0nd, 


The reward ſet before us excites us to i We think” 
it reaſonable to labour for convenienties which are 
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induſtry” 18" Cotittchddble.”” Much more ſhould" we' 


erert Sar utmoſt care” und Giligetice in ſecuriug 8 
ourſelves the unchangeable favour of God, the ſociety 
of 'Siikts and Angels, and an endleſt happineſs which 
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© Gratitude moves. us to ĩt; to ſerve him with We porch 


power who, hath done ſo much for us, with whoſe 


| benefits ve ale Lnctoled and frrouhbed, which way 
ever we caſt our eyes and our thoughts, an le 
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avoid the wrath to come. Infamy 


Want and Dependence appear intęrrible forms to „and 


to eſcape them we are Willing, if we haye any ſpirit, 
to. labour inceſdxIN, ind te ſubmit to che hardeſt dcs. 


FPsgels and hligd, if ys perghive.ngt that, thee are no- 
thing compared to the woes: which muſt be the future, 
dvomion of tha who will, nat feu God here in this 
Rate of prabstien.. bnslnot 5 yd ere br n. 
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will erecore ug peace of minds, and the blefing of God = 


een up out worldly. undertakings.; whilſt a neglect. 


of up duty 40, him will be attended with fear, and; 


gore ang give. u, zn 1ymcafingſs, which, outward eir - 
cumlancess) hopwexer. i eg: willigt, be able 1e 
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weight and force, cal cclndinledys b eteinab lar ir 
defireable, and that. it is an indiſpenſable duty to ſerve: 
Sad. But the ſuſion' is this: We ate inclined/v0; . 
 think-this duty ſo! eaſy to be performedy: that a very 

kttlediligence and enution will be ſuffclen eg. 
h Let vs then confider-what kind of expreſſions the: 
duty. They exhort us to be; rich and fruitful in every 
good work; to be ready to every good work j to b 
zen ous of good works; to abound abways in the wordt 
af the Lord ; t purſue and work good towards all 

men z to Exerciſe ourſelves in Godlineſa, and in the 
labour of charity; to work out our-ſabvation with fear 


1 4nd: trembling ; tb give diligence to abe bur calliag 


and election eee eueren fy 
the iark 3506 wWätch _eutiinuaiy! and be e 
guard 3 to give all diligence to add one virtue to ano- 
ther 3 to walk ciroumſpedtly 3 to wateh lnceſtantiy to 
pchyer q to gind up the loins of our mind; to! flrive 


unt ewe may enter in at the flrait gate j to wreſtle 


a inſt prinoipalities and powers; to take the kingdom 
of henyen by violence ? to fight that we may receive a 
crown; and to wur a goed” warfate, and to endure 
hardſhips, as faithful ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, 
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ples; and multitudes vo purſue their oven. deſtruction. 
When we reflect upon theſe things, we may perhaps 
bes led inte the other extreme; and ſuſpett that tbe 
15 ways of-righteouſnels. muſt needs be diſagteeable, and. 
cat the paſſage+thibugh tem is tedious and puinful. 
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and great; and diſſiculties of one kind or other will 
ever be ariſmg . We are afldulted. hy importunate 


temptations 3 we often elan go aſide 


from our duty, land we are ſurrounded: with bad exam- 


But the Scriptures ſay that the ways of religion are 
ways of pleaſantneſs 3 and the word/of Gods true, 
menen eee ini labour, 


| cho things {ate ellen * Wen e . 
menzeg im all arts, in: all ſtudies, the beginnings ar 
eee ed ede bet an me even- 


_- ſenſible-of: ahem, them, as a ſprigntiy reſolution, preſent 


Profit, the bope of fill; greatgr advantages, experience 
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- ture,, Thus ſome, , whom idle. hy- ſtanders judge to 
lead a wretched and . laborious life, are really moſt | 
contented and pleaſed with their condition ; for a man 
is juſt as miſerable as be thinks bimſelf, and if he 
delights in induſtry, Al to him 1 is a e 
and idleneſs is a toil. 
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of a Chtiſtian is a laborious thing, eſpecially to thoſe 
ho have bad-difpoſitions! to cunquerꝭ lor encounter; | 
but when we do any thing good wäth labour; the la- 
bour paſſeth uway, and the good remains: when we 
and many ther preſent advaatagesoqhvinging fe ig, — + | 
the open. only of .eſcapingrrbiture evil; hat of . 
obtaining everlaſting life, and the divine affiftance 
vouehſaſeq to us ay far an it is ncedſul will hy degrees 
male e F f . | . it it} | ! we 
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* for it is. ſcarcely Falke Gt ue sl 
think. often of cur: di e evil 
for good. "#212 39) 1B ent e cs | 

Nothing, * 3 is POPE e than a kind - 
neſs. But is this à natural infiemity? If we: think 
ſo, we deceive ourſelves. The fault is not in che 
weakneſs of our recollection, which: ſeems ſtrong 
enough in moſt perſons, if it be conſidered hot firmly 
and faithfully they can remember all the injuries which 
have ever beer dohe to them Let us not then em- 
ploy our memory fo perverſeby as to make it only 4 
| ftorehodſe for- trifles; and an exk@ regiſter of every 
ching which ought; to be blotted Gutz and allow; ns 
plaee in it for that which we cat never ſufficiendy = 
eſteem; and which ougbt to be always preſent to us} 
Let us not difregard Him, in whom we live and move 
Ind have our being, of whẽꝭB We ave or ought to be 
put in mind by every thing within us, ind by every 
thing without us. Let us not think of our duty tö 
him no and then, and be too buſy, or too idle % de 
ir conſtahely. Hie dech not ſo deal With us he dh 
not piotect us one day, and neglect us another: cur 
feturts ought chefdfere to — Uxe bis 
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Aging WeſboildervsGodiniour youth, becauſe F 
- that is che way to make; che. practice of our duty eaſy to | 
us, and becauſe, i we ſet out wrong, it is very hard | 
afterwards to Amend: wing >: AN IN 3 e 1 f 

| Difficulties there are in 2 regular obedienee; but f 
they will in a great meaſure be leſſehbd and removed 4 


by accuſtoming outſelves to it it betimes, whilſt the mind f 


hath contracted no bad habits, and before ſin, W 


5 
indulgence, is grown familiar and bold ; 'for vices as . 


well as men have their infancy and childhood, and then g 
they are more. ealily: ruled and reſtrained. .. But when 4 
our early days ha been ill employed, when it is not il * 
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only; bene ſlary ta. learn :to do well, hut alſo to ceaſe to : 
do evil, ther taſk. is: 


˙ſo dificult, that 2 
few in 3 | care even to {et about it, | 
and to make dhe leaſt attempt towards 4 reformation 
They tung their thoughts to things leſs;irkſome; and 
| Budy, ant hey to deliver themſelves from their bad 8 
ate, hut how to conceal it from their own obſervation, h 
At ri; When they found a Aiſpalidias da depart Srom fl 
their datys ghey had no intention, as they jmagined, to n 
net a cuſtom of oſfending: and to become perfect {laves fi 
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 #iview but only to take a few (mall licenſes, and then 
to ſtop, T 
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and/fo ſaid manyi/t6_ — who went fide frnei 
tde right way, and never recovered it againg but were > 
led on inſenſibly from one fault to abother, from bad 
to worſe, and at laſt loſt all inclination, and al moſt all 
power to amend; who if they had been told at the 
beginning what a fatal ptegteſs they would make in 


iniquity, would never have believed it poſſible; and 
would have turned- away with diſdain and abhorrence 
from an image fo deteſtabldadggggggg bo es 
It is true that . ane ng 
and. delivered themſelves ſrom the bondage of Sin. 
1 % erer. and 
Jo ſuppoſe the beſt that: can eee 


we may : miſ-ſpend and abuſg our Jouth, and we may 


at Jaſt repent-and amend. We ſhall repeat, that is 
in other words We hall uudergo che ſharp pain of 
grief and remarſe; and the anxious fears of departing 
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never think nme 
firſt days will have been dpolifhly; thrown away the 
teſt will be ſpent) ini damantingl them. Vouth is in 
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5 1 And then, to is wats 
* bee 0 Te reſit them is Fw e 
them is to cut off our owr 4dimbs;- All this trouble 
we may prevent by un carlys a gentle, and à gradual 
improvement, hich will require no vidlem ftruggles; 
| ho: paſnfpb/endeaveurs j which will be-accompanict 
with no inge uf a conſetence deeply wounded, no dif- 

| traKing-apprehenſiqns of ) the divine diſpleaſure we- 
N times dorderimg upon defpart. bas teien oy; 
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bblutioh 70 de Al- 'Thetfirſt lose is -uſually de 
mongelt and dhe moſt - baſting Our hearts being pro- 
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commit) any; Halt. (This 0, an advancays which 56 4 
jolt * ue OT ber a. * diſpoſitions = 
beam ll at laſt, dan: fin takes ſure —_ 5 = 
of dhe muh, and accompanies him through old age, 
and to: the gnve; nor will it leave him there; [fot f 
like the Soul in which it dwellsz it hath d kind of 
immortality. When we die, our good works, or out 
dad rn follow us and purſue” es 
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beat of temper, an activity bot of body and mind, 
Which as it is dangerous whemit is employrd in the 


- ſervice: of vice, ſob it dan make ee 


virtul >, 216}, co gl een HH 22 10 293 oft 
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Poent, is the unocertaingy of lifes, It is not only the 
mot proper anf dhe inaſb acceptable time · to enter into 
the ſeru ice of God, but perhaps the only time allotted 


we cannot promiſe to ourſelves length of) days; and 
that if, wel be cut off in the noon or in the matning; it 
is no mare than hat we. might reaſonably have. ſup» 


paſed. Such examples pff mortal ity perpetually preſent 


tbemſelues to us, and filently reptoach us for depending 
upoy days. bich; arena our own. | a too dal du 
with a view to che enſiiug. clas chic we may expect 
in the courſe of our life. Remember nom hy Crear 
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to mebt chem nn provide :ourſelves all the ach 
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make them tolerable; znd-which wiltcontinue with us 
when all other things forfake-us. And · u hat camithey 
be, aue ge oe Erme weren. of a li 


ledge, in — our duty to our Creator, n 
kind offices to out neighbour, in amending our faults; 
and impro ing in virtue ? Theſe are treaſure of 


which, force ani fraud cannot deptive us, which lies 


calamities, which fall upon us will then! loſs! mach of 


their weight; old age wil bebunto uss only 7 nearer 
if not with .cheerfulneſs,. at leaſt with decency and 


reſignatjon. It is; indeed! natural to us to taillike diſ- 
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pf ſuited toctho!lowelt capuelty, and yet hot beneath the 
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Doll andy: add s thetic is in no 'reſpeR- hard and b 
bordenſd ue. Wouth ds chreiful 3 and ſo is) Religion. | 
Du bing. viotuoully, they are depri ec of nothing; that 
ie: defiteadle, ant only hun- thoſp things) which are | 
— uſually: atverided-with m. | 
praſentty byiliving.vicwoullyi cher win probably live I | 
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quality thenr-fob-ebeir ſeveral tations in the world not 
an were rf re is ahſol uteby required; Na. 
ture, neceiity; reaſon, revelation, intereſt; honour, call 
w tal induſtey 3. and induſtry is ever ſprightly- and 
entering baings'2-quick-gnd varies: fuccelion- of 
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chat name tor ali hob ate irraligious ; and they them 


about to g hene. Is it not, for; example; Looliſtr to 
wiſh for impoſfihilities ? And yet the wiſts that they 
be frequently in their minds.; they will. recollet.whas 
they would be glad to forgets and their fins, will tie 
to. haunt, them. A:man's. memory a conſcience in 


out what he pleaſes. | 26 £007; 
The importance and cata of ſerving Goa in 
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education. 

"They who hive beck biaſed with u Kerala Abe, 
and a virtuous education, who have been induced and 
encouriged to the practice of all that is uſeful and 
commendable by diligent inftruAion and domeſtie 
example, muſt not forget tat'thoy'are of the number 
of thoſe to, whom much hath been given, and of. 
whom, as our Saviour fays, much ſhall be required. 
If they become diſobedient ſervants to God, wicked 
or even uſeleſs members of ſociety, they are altogether 
without excuſe, They ought to ſhe their thankful- 
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and eu never be fully repaid! Te fuch Parents and 
Frrande ns wanted affedtion in due whilt we poſſeſs 
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talents cotitmitted; to them; and next to God:. they 


| ought-to honour” and to love thoſe, who by taking 
care an their mende; and to direct their thoughts 
eo propeh ubocuag ahdtte ſue w them the way to peace 
 andidbappinels, have dad aponf them an obligation 


which//ovght \always to be gratefully 


acknowledged, 


them, and nee | 
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Tarzr is a pleaſure in thoſe occupations in 
which a virtuous and religious Mat will be "Oy" 
employed l. 

Almoſt all perſons, they eſpecially who have had 
a good education, ſpend ſome part of their time in 
acquiring knowledge of one ſort or other, in reading 
and in refleQing. Now. where the treaſure is, there is 
the heart alſo; and ſuch as the tetnper is, fuch is the 
favourite Rudy; and conſequently good perſons will 
often meditate upon truths worthy to dwell in an pf 
right mind. The perfections of the Almighty; 
knowledge of human nature; the duties of r as 
diſcoverable by reaſon; the works of God, in which” 
his power, ſkill, and goodneſs ſhine forth ; the holy 
Scriptures which teach wiſdom unto ſalvation; - and 
any ſtudy which makes us uſeful in our x neratio 
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heart, will employ our time, if we act like cho 


| creatures, as far as the neceſſary affairs of life permit, 
and oy natural and acquired abilities enable us. In 


municate ſome degree of their own ſplendor and dignity 
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theſe obeupations there is much pleaſure they engage 


the mind in prudent and honourable deſigns ; they 


deliver it from mean cares and triſling Views; they pre- 
ſerve it from indolence and ſloth; they compoſe the | 
paſſions 3 they irengthen the judgement, they have the 
approbation of conſcience, and they alſo divert the | 
imagination. ObjeQs which are great and noble com- 


to the Soul which contemplates upon them; teach it 
to entertain a due value for itſelf, and to deſpiſe things | 
tranſitory 3 and at the ſame time overflow it with a 
filent and ſerious joy. We are pleaſed with the fight 


of any thing that is grand and ſplendid in the viſible 
ſwallowed up in eternity and immenſity, in the incom- 


prebenſible perfections of the Author of ell, the Firſt 
and the Laſt, who was, and is, and is to come. 
There is a pleaſure in that behaviour towards others 


| and. that manner of proſecuting our wordly affairs, 
; which. ever accompany a. religious diſpoſition. | 
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[61 
He who loves and fears God will not have inclination 
or leiſure to purſue the things of this life with im- 
moderate earneſtneſs, nor will be ſet an dre. 
value upon them ; much leſs will he acquire them by 
infamous methods, though it were to gain the whole 
world; nor ill he on the other hand fall into want 
by lazineſs or extravagance, but will honeſtly labour to 
ſupport bimſelf and thoſe committed to his care, and to 
do good, and to be uſeful in bis ftation. In ſuch a 
way of life much unesſineſs is avoided, and much ſatiſ- 
faction muſt ariſe, Either pleaſure is to be found in 
calm integrity, and honeſt induſtry, and acts of be- 
neficence, and moderate deſires, or there is no ſuch 
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| 2 Aſt we, ©God, with the grace of thy Holy _ o 
help my infirmities at this time, and to fill my heart with 
| devotion 3 ; that my Prayers and Praiſes 1 nay be accept- | 


able in G15 fight; through 2 75 Chriſt c our r Lord. Amen. 
n 5 : 


. ie, the Chirh bun- is , 


is orgive, 0 God, whitevet Thow haſt ſeen imperfect 
in my worſhip of Thee; the wanderings, the coldnefs, 
the inattention of my thoughts : and grant that from 
this and every 20d of Religious Service I may form 
more pious reſolutions and lead a more virtuous life; 
through Jeſus Chriſt « our Lane, An. 8 
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Os ene the Mor a the Tie of Communion 


In the confeſſon of my Sins, the offering of praiſes, 
and commemoration of Chriſt's death and bann, at this 
Thy Holy Altar O God! give me Grace to be fincerely 


2s een, OY Soul with an abhorrence of wicked- | 
1 dees, | 
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„„ 1 
ok, 0 in me the moſt lively ſenſe of Thy Good- 


| neſs, diſpoſe; me to forgiveneſs of others as I implore 
pardon formy own tranſgreſſions, and make me  deyoutly 
thankful for the * of | Mankind, by m__ | 


| Cheiſt our Lord. 


ot o 21 R iu, M b we 
2 0 God the giver of all temporal bleflings, incline 
my heart t to relieve the wants of other 28 + Thou art 
gracious' unto me! 

if Before receiving the Bread. - 
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_ Glory a and thanks be to Thee, O God, who didit . 


desk with merey and compafhon upon fallen Man, and = 


duda ſebd thy Son 'Jeſus Chriſt to redeem. us from the 
puniſhment and guilt « of. Sin. And to Thee, O Chriſt 
Thou Eternal Son of the Moft High, do I yield 


1 


moſſ humble and hearty thanks for the Redemption of 
the, World by Thy death and paſſion, i in remembrance 
of f which I come to this Thy Sacrament. Wn 
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hs _ After ing the Bread. © 
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eu Lord Chriſt a1 'who. didft "I a bene! for the ins 
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make worthy to partake of that Salvation, which thy 
precious death hath obtained for all thoſe, who truly 


Civil [ Amen, | 


[70] 


endeavour to n the rye of thy NN Goſpel ok 


Fur recatuing the C. 
5 O Lord Chriſt, that 2 Nr as I comme- 


morate thy death, I may be renewed in all pious and 


Thee; to whom with the Father and the Holy Spirit 


be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 


When the Communion is ended. 
_ Give me grace, O God, ſeriouſly to conſider the 


folemn hf Bon 1 have this day made, and the deep 


contrition I have profeſſed i in the aweful preſence of 


Thee, who knoweſt the ſecrets of all egos May the 


remembrance of this my bounden duty in commemora- 
ting the death of my bleſſed Redeemer fortify me 


| againſt temptations to ſin ; ; that having ceaſed to da 
evil and learnt to do good I may diſcharge all Chriſtian 


Duties to myfelf, to my fellow creatures, and to Thee; 


and finally ſecure the Salvation of my, Soul in a life of 


Immortality, Purity, and Sandlity !/ Grant this, Q 


God, through the merits « of my Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
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A Prayer for the Morning. 
O moſt Infinite and Almighty God ! who by thy 
Eternal Son didſt firſt create, and by thy ſuſtaining 
Providence doſt continually uphold the Univerſe and 
all things therein ; to Thee I render moſt unfeigned 
thanks, that I have been preſerved through the perils 
and dangers of the Night paſt, and am raiſed up from 
the bed of ſleep to the comforts of returning day. For- F 
give, O God! for Chriſt's ſake whatever offences I 
may have committed in the hours of retirement by 
thought, word, or deed : and as another day is now 
advancing in my life, enable me by the help of thy f 4 
Holy Spirit to improve it in ſuch a manner, that I may = 
grow in wiſdom, virtue, and piety, as I continue to | þ | 
grow in age. Let a due ſenſe of all thy — 3 | 
dread of thy diſpleaſure againſt iniquity, and a ſerious = 
concern for the ſalvatioti of my Soul, be deeply im- 1 
preſſed on my thoughts: that ſo neither the influence 
of bad example, nor the prevalence of temptation to 
folly and ſin, may induce me to violate the diAates of my 
own conſcience, nor to difobey the Goſpel of my Bleſ- 
ſed Redeemer. Diſpoſe i me to habits of induſtry and 
diligence in the acquiting of all uſeful learning: but 


V 
more eſpecially vouchſafe to increaſe in me that know- 
ledge of Chriſt's Religion and that Faith in Him, to 
which, Thou baſt called me. Bleſs me, my Relations, 
and Friends, with ſuch a portion of temporal good 
things, as Thou ſeeſt moſt expedient for us: and if it 
be Thy divine Will, preſerve us from the caſualties, to 
which without thy powerful Protection we are con- 
tioually expoſed. Ar: „ „ O God! that when 
this day is ended, I may not be unmindful of Thy 
8 F atherly Goodneſs; but inſpire my ſoul with ſuch recol- 

lection of Thy never-failing Mercies, that at the cloſe 
of this and every ſucceeding day I may laud and mag- 
nify Thy. Holy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
who hath taught and commanded us thus to prays . 
1 912th Our Farbers. . ni FIN 


| 3 . 
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{fs I Prager fr he bunu. l 


te 0 Goa! by whoſe Almighty, Power and. Merciful 
| Goodneſs. the events of life are direfted, to Thee I 
render moſt unſeigned thanks for the preſervation with 
Mich Thou haſt protected me through this day paſt. 
; Thou knoweft, O God liche been of ur hearts and 
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-_ the frailties_ of our nagore: dut for Chriſt's ſake. forgive 


e They, daft ſeen iron, „immoral, and ir- 
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[73] 
religious in my conduct. Inſpire my ſoul wich an 
earneſt deſire to ſlee from fin; and to follow'righteoiſ- 
neſs :- impreſs on my thoughts this aweful truth, that 
there can be no peace for the wicked: cheriſh in my 
heart a ſpirit of Faith and Obedience towards Chriſt 
my Redeemer: and give me grace ſo duly to meditate on 
the end for which my life has been prolonged, that I may 
endeayour more and more continually to promote Thy 
Glory, the good of Mankind, and the Salvation of my 
own Soul, To Thy gracious Protection do I commend 
myſelf, my Relations, and Friends, throu gh the perils and 
dangers of the approaching Night. Refreſh, I beſeech | 
Thee, my body with neceſlary fleep; but more eſpecially 
preſerve my Soul from all things t that may tend to cor- 
rupt it, In the depth of darkneſs, during my wakeful 
hours cauſe me to remember, that in Power and Know- 
ledge Thou muſt be every where preſent, and that to - 
Thy ſight every Thought, Word, and Deed of Mankind 
muſt always be open. O let the conſciouſneſs of thy 
Omnipreſence dwell ſo deeply and conſtantly on my 
Mind, that no temptations may prevail on me to 80 
evil: and fill me with ſuch a love of Thy Goodneſs 
and dread of Thy diſpleaſure, that at all times and in 
all places, whether in ſecret retirement or public inter- 
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[ 74 ] 
courſe, whether in the darkneſs of Night or the light of 
Day, I may ſo endeavour to keep the Holy Command- 
ments of Thy Bleſſed Son, as finally after this life to 
partake of immortal happineſs, through the merits of 
my Lord and, Saviour Jeſus, Chriſt, who died for my 


fins, who roſe; for my juſtification, aud n 
to make interceſſion for me. 


Our Father, &c. 
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DOCTRINES of MORALITY and RELIGION 
| TAUGHT IN 


TEXTS SELECTED FROM SCRIPTURE, 


AND ARRANGED SYSTEMATICALLY 


UNDER PROPER HEADS, 


Price One Shilling. 


Where may be had 


The PSALMS, HYMNS, PRAYERS, GRACES, 
and DULCE DOMUM 


VSED RY THE 
SCHOLARS OF WINCHESTER COLLEGE, 


Price Four-Pence. 
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